First clinical experiences with a selective chemotherapy of hepatocellular carcinoma with 5-fluorouridine in combination with other antipyrimidines.
Sixteen unselected patients with non-resectable hepatocellular carcinoma were treated in a phase I study with 261 cycles of D-galactosamine and 6-azauridine prior to 5-fluorouridine. Thirty % of the patients survived for more than one year without signs of tumor progression and with an unchanged performance status. The compatibility of this chemotherapeutical method was quite satisfactory. The only extrahepatic side effect was a leucopenia and/or thrombocytopenia which was reversible upon reduction of the 5-fluorouridine dose. The heterogeneity of the 16 patients treated to date does not allow a definite statistical evaluation of the reported clinical observations and results. A final decision about the clinical applicability of this concept of a selective chemotherapy of hepatocellular carcinoma requires further experience.